Annual Report

International Relations Department

The Slovak Agricultural University in Nitra

International relationships play a very important role at The Slovak Agricultural University in Nitra (S.P.U.), they are one of our highest priorities.  Our international relationships are supported by our International Relations Department, which is staffed by three professionals and headed by the Vice-Rector of the university.  The International Relations Department is responsible for the administrative work for the staff of all our faculties, along with functioning as a professional department, serving as an advisory center for out international projects; for example, Leonardo Da Vinci, Socrates, Tempus, CEEPUS, and 5 RP.

We can divide the activities at S.P.U. into the categories of:

· International Programs

· Bilateral Agreement between our university and other universities

· Membership in international associations

· Internationalization of education and internationalization of further education

· Using grant of Rector for supporting the internationalization of education

· Financing International Relations

International Programs

In the year 2000, International Programs played a key role within our university.  They were important from the sides of both professional contributions and the money there were able to bring into the university.  We were provided an increased number of programs in education and research in the year 2000. These educational programs belonged to Socrates, Tempus, Leonardo Da Vinci, CEEPUS, and 5 RP.  The Socrates and Leonardo programs, in particular, are focused on support for the development of education.

During the school year 2000-2001 S.P.U., within the framework of this program, had agreements with 15 universities from 7 countries from the European Union.    37 students from S.P.U. had the possibility to study at partner universities, and according to this program, only 3 students from abroad came to study at S.P.U.

In the year 2000, we singed agreements with 31 universities from 9 countries.  During the school year 2001-2002, 60 students from our university will have the opportunity to study abroad.

We are very excited about our success in increasing the placement number of students to study abroad for two years running and even more so that the interest to study at our university has increased from 3 to 24 in those two years.  In addition, in the year 2001-2002, 23 of our professors will have the opportunity to teach abroad and 17 foreign professors will be able to teach at S.P.U.  By comparison, in the school year 2000-2001, only 3 foreign professors came to teach at S.P.U.

Comparing past years, in the school year 1998-1999, S.P.U. had agreements with 4 partner universities from 3 countries and only 4 students had the possibility to study abroad, no students from abroad came to study at S.P.U.

In the school year 1999-2000 S.P.U. had agreements with 7 partner universities from 4 countries and 15 students were able to study abroad.  

In the current year 2000-2001, S.P.U. has agreements with 15 partner universities from 7 countries and 37 students were able to study abroad.

Looking forward to the year 2001-2002, S.P.U. has made agreements with 31 partner universities from 9 countries and 60 students will have the possibility to study abroad. 

Within the educational programs that S.P.U. is a participant in, 

Leonardo Da Vinci program has the following activities: Pilot program, mobility for students, and program for teaching materials. At our university in the year 2000, we had 3 Leonardo Da Vinci projects we participated in.

We participated in 4 Tempus projects, and 5 CEEPUS projects.  

Within the research programs that S.P.U participates in, we had 3 PHARE projects, 2 COST projects, 3 Inco- Copernicus projects, and 1 5 RP project.

In addition, we had 14 other projects in cooperation with other European countries, and 4 projects with the United States (2 with Cornell University, 1 with Iowa State University and 1 with The University of Delaware).

Bilateral Agreements

The Slovak Agricultural University has bilateral agreements with 32 countries, and new this year agreements with Hungary and Finland.  

Many people from abroad have visited our university, most notably from The University of Delaware, Cornell University, Denmark, Germany, and The Director of Eastern European Center, from Hohenheim, Germany.  

Memberships in International Associations

S.P.U. holds memberships in many international associations.  Most specifically, the Alliance of Universities for Democracy, the International Association of Universities, and ICA Inter University conference for Agricultural and Related Sciences in Europe.  It is necessary to note that our colleges and students are members of many organizations throughout the world.

Internationalization of Education and Internationalization of Further Education

From the past till present, there has been a significant increase in the number of S.P.U. student and teacher activity abroad.

Of our students who have gone abroad, the majority have been able to through the Socrates/ Erasmus program, bilateral agreements, and other grants.  Our students have gone to countries such as, The United States, Canada, Belgium, Germany, France, Austria, Italy, The Netherlands, and Spain. 

(see ANNEX)

Of the students who came from abroad to study at S.P.U, 3 came through the Socrates/ Erasmus program and 6 from CEEPUS.

In the school year 2000-2001, we had professors come from the following countries to teach at our university, Great Britain, Germany, Italy and from The United States.  They taught Languages, Management, Micro-Economics, Environmental Law, Business Law and International Trade.  

Rector Grants

The purpose of Rector Grants is to support the Internationalization of Education along with the supporting of young scientists.   

Our university has difficulty looking for additional grants; we were only able to support a few students and scientists.

Propagation of S.P.U.

S.P.U. is continually changing and maintaining its website; we have issued guidebooks of our university, and also maintain a very instrumental database of students and teachers with foreign language skills.

In conclusion, during the year 2000-2001, we have seen an increase in international partners and international projects compounded from the past and thereby we were able to find new sources of money.  We have also seen an increase in student, Ph.D., and teacher mobility.  In addition we have enjoyed the opening of the Advisory Center for programs such as Socrates/ Erasmus and Leonardo Da Vinci, and the continuous expansion our website, and data base of languages, and catalogue of courses taught in English, along with our continuing work on the ECTS credit system. 
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